
Shop it

Oak Lawn native and American design
darling Laura Kirar comes to the Chicago area
five or six times each year to visit her big
family, shop at Barneys and dine with old
friends at Blackbird and Avec. Her most
recent trip, in early February, came with a
fourth mission: to bring a new selection of
her Baker furniture collection to Macy’s.
The new additions complement and add to
the existing Laura Kirar for Baker collection
that Macy’s has carried for the past year.

Included in the new outcropping of ap-
proximately 20 furnishings, lighting and
accessories are a heavily lacquered Teabox
Cabinet ($10,486), which Kirar describes as
“a sculptural storage piece — my favorite of
the bunch”; a Lien Tray Table ($1,680) with
removable leather-sided, coral-lacquered
trays; and linen-upholstered Neue Lounge
Chairs ($4,816).

What sets Kirar’s stuff apart from the rest
is its lived-in, antiqued look — certainly a
byproduct of Kirar’s well-heeled travelogue
— and its eclectic range. “Each of these piec-
es stands on its own,” Kirar says. 

See Kirar’s newly added Baker pieces now
in the State-and-Washington windows of
Macy’s on State Street, 111 N. State St., 312-
781-5000. On Feb. 24, the pieces will be taken
out of the windows and folded into the 8th
floor display. Also available in-store at
Macy’s Oak Brook Home Store, 1717 W. 22nd
St., Oak Brook. 630-645-4980.

P.S. When you’re finished checking out
Kirar’s furniture, mosey down to the 6th
floor for a peek at the Spring 2008 additions
to Macy’s luxury bedding line, Hotel Collec-
tion. Meant to echo the amenities enjoyed in
five-star hotels, the line is replete with sky-
high thread counts (450 to 800) and equally
rich colors, such as black, ivory and agean.
Glacier is the name of the collection’s pre-
miere line. It includes satin shams, faux
suede decorative pillows and embroidered
sheets ($70 for shams to $270 for the coverlet
and comforter). 

Select inventories of the Hotel Collection

tain and features layers upon layers of ame-
nities, including neck pillows, a towel warm-
er and a sound machine. In a departure from
the boutique hotel’s trademark vibrant color
scheme, this suite keeps it quiet in shades of
beige and burgundy, diffused lighting and a
textured, leaf-patterned wallcovering. 

Can’t afford the minimum $359 nightly
rate? Take a piece of it home instead. The
suite’s Bamboo/Cotton blend sheets ($160 to
$180), bedding and decorative pillows ($50 to
$500), KN Two Story Coil on Coil Mattress by
Simmons ($3,649 to $5,699), and Supima Cot-
ton Bath Towels ($12 to $50) are available to
buy — all under the KN Luxury Home brand
— at most area Carson Pirie Scott locations
and at www.bon-ton.com.

Hotel Monaco Chicago, 225 N. Wabash Ave.,
312-960-8500; monaco-chicago.com.

— S.W.

Buy it
Who knew tea could be so mesmerizing?

Pour boiling water over your Teaposy and
watch the little bud — made of silver needle
white tea and dried flowers — blossom be-
fore your eyes. Available in eight varieties or
a medley assortment.

Cost: $18.99 to $19.99 for a box of six at Art
Effects, 934 W. Armitage Ave., 773-929-3600;
Paper Trail, 5309 N. Clark St., 773-275-2191.
Or order through importika.com.

— Tiffany Meyers

Shop it
Pagoda Red, the Bucktown shop specializ-

ing in 18th and 19th Century Chinese furni-
ture and artifacts, is staging a rare Ware-
house Sale from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday
[Feb. 23] through Monday [Feb. 25]. The sale
will take place at its new warehouse at 1201
W. Washington St. and feature both contem-
porary and antique Chinese pieces. Among
the highlights: lacquered copper patio
lanterns standing 4 to 6 feet tall (were $180,
on sale for $58 apiece) and small, crushed
bamboo-covered stools done in old Chinese
shapes but given a modern interpretation
(were $580, design prototypes will be on sale
for $100 to $200 apiece). Also: a variety of
pieces from Pagoda Red’s general collection
including antique armoires, stools, low ta-

bles (suitable as coffee tables), altar tables
and chairs at discounts of 25 percent to 70
percent off. Delivery is available. 

For more information, call 773-235-1188 or
visit pagodared.com.

— Karen Klages

Romance it
Candles may be the preferred lighting

accessory for a moody dinner table, but what
about creating a romantic atmosphere in
other parts of the house? Magnificent Trim-
ming’s Light Charms are tiny, jewel-like
magnetic charms that you can use to tempo-
rarily doll up a chandelier, sconce, candela-
bra or lamp. When the mood has passed,
remove them as easily as you would a mag-
net from your refrigerator. Choose from the
fanciest of Swarovski crystals to simpler
Murano droplets. Most charms come in sets
of three, the perfect number to dress up a
piece without crossing the line to gaudy. 

Cost: About $33 for a set of three Mini
Tears to $140.80 for a Swarovski Crystal
Flow. To order, call 800-655-8746 or visit mag-
trim.com.

— S.W.

swunderlich@tribune.com;
kklages@tribune.com

H&G to do list

Designer Laura Kirar brings new Baker pieces
to Macy’s this month, including this Teabox
Lacquer Cabinet ($10,486).

With Teaposy, the
act of brewing
tea enters the
realm of per-
formance art. 

are available online (macys.com) and at all
area Macy’s locations.

— Shaila Wunderlich

Sleep on it
Hotel Monaco Chicago debuts its new KN

Tranquility Suite this month, a stylish oasis
of calm and comfort for the weary traveler —
and a hands-on showroom for luxury life-
style brand Karen Neuburger. 

The suite was designed by interior design
student Brandie Pittelkow (talk about a great
first gig) as part of a scholarship sponsored
by Karen Neuburger. Pittelkow was among
four student finalists from the Illinois In-
stitute of Art-Schaumburg tapped. “The
challenge was to find the key between the
Karen Neuburger brand and the hotel
brand,” Pittelkow says. “But above all, my
goal was comfort. I played with texture a lot
— things that feel good.” 

The 450-square-foot suite, which is com-
prised of a separate bedroom and parlor, is
anchored around a natural stone water foun-
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“Every home needs happiness,” says the
queen of a billion-dollar home furnishings
empire.

No, not Queen Martha. That was Kathy
Ireland talking. Yes, the same Kathy Ireland
who graced the top-selling Sports Illustrated
swimsuit issue in 1989 and two others after
that.

Just how, you might ask, did Ireland come
to be chief designer and CEO of Kathy Ire-
land Worldwide, making furniture, flooring,
lighting, window treatments, home office

and entertainment fur-
niture, bedding, home
accessories, porcelain,
wallcovering, bath ac-
cessories, water fea-
tures, jewelry and ap-
parel? Just when did an
interest in design and
business begin, you
wonder?

Rewind the reel more
than 30 years. There, in
the asphalt-paved drive-
way of her childhood
home in Santa Barbara,
Calif., stands an 11-year-
old Ireland, flush from
her first job winging
newspapers onto front
stoops and driveways.

Her mother, Ireland recalls, comes home to
find her there — with a contractor discuss-
ing the construction of her new bedroom
above the garage.

“I wanted my own bedroom,” she told us in
a telephone interview late last month before
she headed off for the Las Vegas Furniture
Market to unveil, among other things, a
three-piece peninsula desk that can be con-
figured several ways for San Diego-based
Martin Furniture. “I shared a room with my
sister. ... It was going to be beautiful,” she
said of her dream room. “I could see it.”

But it had to wait.
She did eventually get one. But today, Ire-

land, is back to sharing. Now, it’s with hus-
band Dr. Greg Olsen. Their bedroom is one of
five in the Tuscan/Mediterranean home she
and Olsen built in Santa Barbara for their
family — Erik, 13, Lily, 9, and 4-year-old
Chloe, and their pups Sparky and Lucky, and
fish and a frog.

“Our home is definitely a lab. It’s always
changing [as we’re] trying out new products
[from her business],” said Ireland, whose
business aim is to offer solutions for fami-
lies, especially busy moms. “It’s kind of an
eclectic mix.”

The home is filled with color and a trea-
sured art collection. It’s what “really makes
our home happy,” Ireland said. “We have the
best art collection ever. It’s done by our three
children. They’re very prolific.”

Most luxurious feature in your home: A big
bathtub (with Jacuzzi jets). I can’t say I have
time to use it much. The last time I used it,
I’d just come home from a trip and had a real
need. And I was multitasking. As the bath
was running, I was showing my son some
new products on the computer ... turns out
the tub had flooded ... We ran and got every
towel [but] we had to move out for two
months. 

One thing on a wall in your living room: My
brother-in-law [Paul Panossian] is an artist
and he painted a picture of our old house
before we had to demolish it. He even
patched the roof — the house looks better

than it ever looked. . . . [Also] one of my best
friends [Baret Boisson] did a family portrait
and she just captured everyone’s personality. 

One thing you have in your house from your
childhood: I mentioned I had a paper route.
Well, my Uncle Richard knew I couldn’t do it
in one trip — I had to do it in two — so he
made this cart that I had to attach to my
bike. It’s not in the house [now] but it’s in the
garage. He put my name on the back of it. He
painted it yellow and put my name on it with
red tape.

Oldest thing in your fridge or freezer: It
would frighten you. My dad grew up in Liv-
erpool during World War II so I think I have
that “saving” gene in me ... and our kids are
always making concoctions when we’re test-
ing our carpeting, our rugs. I tell the kids to
go find the most disgusting things in our
fridge and have at it. It’s great.

One thing on your nightstand: You would find
my Bible on my nightstand, as well as a lot of
other junk — like papers, registration forms
for our daughter’s kindergarten, pens, candy,
my alarm clock, lamp, books ... some are on
parenting and there’s one by Josh McDowell.

Biggest surprise we’d find in your closet: I’m
kind of a pack rat. I have a lot of old things

that really don’t belong and I need to go
through my closet. . . . I’ve got some clothes
that certainly don’t fit me and I’m waiting
for them to fit [but] I’m coming to the conclu-
sion that it’s not going to happen any time
soon.

If we came unexpectedly, would we find your
bed made? Unmade. There’s only so many
hours of the day; you’ve got to prioritize your
time.

What is the biggest collection in your home?
We have a lot of seashells from our travels.
We love the beach. And rocks. The kids just
love to collect rocks. 

Where in your home do you feel most cre-
ative? You know, I feel most creative out-
doors. For me, on our patio outside. I think of
all the designers, God is the ultimate and I
get so much inspiration from just being amid
his creations.

Color of the walls in your bedroom: It’s kind
of like a roasted peach with gold tones in it.

Three things we’d find under your bed? You’d
find much more than that. I don’t even know.
Some old socks. You’d find clothing, you’d
find my work paper. You’d find our kids’ toys
and you’d probably find some of the dog’s
toys.

Weirdest thing about (or in) your home: It’s
probably a 5-year-old concoction in our kids’
bathroom that our son put together. He just
hasn’t wanted to get rid of it. It’s in a soap
dispenser — a Tweety Bird soap dispenser.
I’m sure [it’s got] things from the refrigera-
tor, all over the house, outside. ... You just
have to pick your battles.

ematsushita@tribune.com

SNOOP PATROL

A place for experimenting and family

Photos from Kathy Ireland

“Our home is definitely a lab. It’s always changing [as we’re] trying out new products [from
her business],” says Kathy Ireland, chief designer and CEO of Kathy Ireland Worldwide.

Ireland and her husband, Dr. Greg Olsen built
their five-bedroom home eight years ago.

Ireland still has the cart her uncle made for
her when she was 11 and had a paper route.

Photo by John Exley

Kathy Ireland,
chief designer
and CEO of Kathy
Ireland World-
wide.

Designed to Transform

 Call today for a
 free consultation
 with one of our
 design consultants.

 847.305.4431  www.shelfgenie.com

 More Space.

 Better Organization.

 Easy Access.

 Authorized dealer of

 Granting you 3 wishes.

Product: CTHOME PubDate: 02-17-2008 Zone: C Edition: SUN Page: 15-10 User: cci Time: 02-14-2008 19:25 Color: CMYK


